WESTERN SQUARE DANCE ASSOCIATION

                        Minutes of GENERAL MEETING HELD ON SUNDAY, NOV 23, 2003

At Denny’s Restaurant Irwindale, Ca 

· President called the meeting to order at 3:26pm. 

· Secretary Pati Potter called the roll: Board members present were: Gilbert Leon; Pauline Bereiter; Pati Potter; Don Orsbern; Gary Marsh;  Sharon Gillmore; Les Gillmore; Mary Ramsey:  Shanon Russell;  Jeannie Darrow. ////Club reps and/or presidents present were: Aces & Deuces & Antelope Valley Sq./Shanon Russell; Bloomin’ Sq./ Lita Rosen and Jim Spence; Don’s n Donettes/Pati Potter; Foot Stompers/Susan Johnson; Funsters/Le Roy Ball (New Rep); Glendale BnB/Mary Ramsey; Grin n Square It/Jim Burgess; Lets Dance/John Michaelsen;  Merry Twirlers/Fred Lockard; Pioneer 8’s/Gene Willis;  Spellbinders/Barbara Hall;  Tinseltown Squares/Daniel Howell; Western Weavers/Marion Ridlen & Janet Sturms.

· Minutes from August General meeting: Correction to Tinsel Town report, they will be co-hosting along with individuals and other clubs.  Correction to date of 2004 Progressive Square, should have been Aug. 21, 2004 and the State Council Meeting is to be held May 7 and 8, 2004.   With these corrections minutes were accepted.

· Treasure’s report: Not present.

· Insurance report: Renewal forms have all been mailed out. Insurance is $3.80 per person plus $20 per club dues. ALSO a Class list must also be submitted to make sure the class people are insured.  There is no extra cost for the students.

· Sunshine Report: Not Present

· Promotions: Sharon needs confirmation from each club on how many definitely will be interested in a Long Beach Dinner Cruise in July, each club is to report back at the February meeting, she will then decide if she should go ahead with the planning.  Open to family and friends.

· Newsletter Report: Not Present.

· Parliamentarian:  Gilbert has appointed Fred Lockard  (Merry Twirlers) to this position.   Fred will make sure meeting is run in properly ie: to speak you must raise your hand to be recognized.  He will also help to insure the meeting does not go over its allotted time.

OLD BUSINESS

· Western Frontier Jamboree 2004:  Facility has not yet confirmed our requested dates of May 21 and May 22.  Gilbert is sure that we will get it and believes he should have a confirmation by Monday.  At that time we can go forward with the details such as schedule etc. 
· Logo for the Western Frontier Jamboree:  An official Logo has been selected.  This will be used for the Western Frontier Jamboree flyers and advertising.  It is a Cactus and steer skull. (see page 10 of the November Round Up News).

· T-Shirts: Now available with a modified official Jamboree Logo.  To wear during causal dress at festivals etc.  We want to promote the Logo so that when ever someone sees it they will associate it with WSDA’s Frontier Jamboree. No date so it can be worn from 1 year to the next.  $15.00 each.  Please contact Don Orsbern.
· File for each Club: Please make sure you empty before you leave the meeting; it will have other club’s flyer and other advertisements you need to inform your club about.  

· Patch: WSDA logo, not the Jamboree logo, still in the work, for jackets, shirts, vest etc. There will be 2 sizes.  Gilbert will have more information at the next meeting.

· Web Site:  Gary presented the possible available addresses, $8.00 to reserve the address for 2 years, then the site will be about $19.00 a month.  Mary Ramsey made a motion to reserve the address www.wsda.calif.com.  Gene 2nd the motion.  Gary gave more information on what will be on the web site.  Motion was carried.

· State Council Meeting: May 7 and 8, 2004 will be held at the Arcadia Hilton on 2nd Street. Pauline Bereiter is Chairperson of the Hospitality room.  This is a place for the people attending the meeting to congregate during their down time. Pauline will be looking for Clubs and individuals help with finger food, cookies, drinks etc. or money to buy supplies.  Please volunteer to help.   Everyone is welcome to the meetings; you do not have to be on the Council.  Come and see what is discussed and handled.   

· National 2009 Convention:  Council would like a letter from each club stating that they support the bid on the 2009 convention.  The letter needs to be on the club’s stationary.   Letters will need to be mailed in by the end of January 2004.  Please send letters to Pati Potter WSDA Secretary 8724 Wyngate St. Sunland, Ca 91040. The letters will be forwarder to Sandy & Ray Hutcheson. Sample letter attached.

NEW BUSINESS

· NEW CLUB:  Received information from Arlene Miller about an Advance Club that is asking for admission to WSDA.  It is believed the club in is the West L.A. area. Don Orsbern will be getting more information regarding if it is a new club, caller run club etc.  
· Club Representative Report: Sample of completed report and 6 blanks were given in each club file. 1 per club dance is to be completed. Please Xerox copies for future use.  Gilbert outlined why the information is needed.  This will help the board understand how each club and classes are doing.  Please mail it to Gilbert after each dance, or for the dance(s) in the month of the meeting you can give it to him at the meeting.  Also future this form will be able to be completed on the web site.

· State Raffle Ticket: Gilbert has them available to hand out to each club to sell for the April 2004 Convention. Please let him know how many books your club will need for selling.  Depend on the amount of tickets sold, the association and the club get a portion of the profit.  The more sold the more the clubs get.  This is a great way for the clubs to many a few hundred of dollars plus put money into the association treasure.  When you sell the tickets make sure the stub is filled out with your club and association. 

OTHER BUSINESS

· Grand March: At any Association Festival you attend, get behind our banner for the Grand March to show that WSDA is supporting the event of other Associations.

· Golden Dancer Award: for dancers 80 and over: State Council and WSDA both hand out a certificate. Gilbert has some for the Inglewood Guys and Dolls.  If you know of any dancer 80 or over, ask Gilbert for the form to fill out for them.

· Problems: If you club has any problems with attendance, finances etc. let the association know, it might be worth discussing to see if there is a solution.

· Education Publications/material: Need understanding of how to be a president? Recruiting? See page 25 of the Nov. 2003 Round Up.  Gilbert has these form available.

· Square 4 Life: Gene of the Pioneer 8’s came across this on the internet.  It has a lot of good information on recruiting new dancers and other information.  He suggested that the associations look into this.  It has been proven very successful in Ohio.
· Fellowship Badge: One was presented to Gilbert.

· Class Level dances: You should  send this information to Vance so it can be put onto Lynn’s web page.  Also you monthly club dance info/flyers. (see Round Up under Membership/Web Liaison for his address/email)

REPORTS:

CLUB REPORTS:  Please see the Round Up News ads for dance nights and callers.  

     ACES & DEUCES: Class is maintaining at least 3 squares of new students every week including 5 youths. Again worked Bingo and made $600 in 1 night.  Antelope Valley Sq.: Twice a year they have a Dinner/Dance, next one will be April 3rd.  Blooming Squares: Class has about 5 students. Not many but they have a wonderful time. Will have a Pre-New Years eve dance with a live band and rounds this year.  Foot Stompers: Demo dance will be at the Westfield Mall Dec. 11th.  Getting ready for the National Handicapable Convention in 2005 at the Rivera Hotel in Las Vegas.  The Handicapable Association will hold a dance in St. Petersburg, Fl. July 2004. Pls save your flip top from aluminum cans.

Funsters: Work shop and Class still in progress.  Clubs that visit with 2 squares or more name will be submitted the Club Visitation Pot.  The pot is now up to $120.00.  Their Dec. dance they will continue to draw until the pot is given away. Glendale BnB:  Their annual Sadie Hawkins dance was a success.  Will have a Pre-New Years Dance and fundraiser at Carrow’s. Grin n Square:  Will have their New Year Eve dinner/dance.  They are very interested in the Long Beach Dinner Cruise. Will sponsor a Class Level dance Sun 2-5 Feb. 8th.

Pioneer 8: clogging section will have their annual festival called “Blast from the Past” see flyer.

Spellbinders:  make $800 plus at their yard sale.  Tinsel Town: Will be having a benefit dance for Child Hosp.  Western Weaver: class is doing well.  Will be doing recycling as a fundraiser.  1/2 way dance Feb 13th.  Please let them know about other club’s 1/2 way dances.

Reminder to everyone, please give your written report to the Secretary.

Meeting was adjourned at 4:50

Respectfully submitted

Pati Potter

Secretary WSDA  

NEXT MEETING Feb. 22nd       NEW TIME 3:00
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