Western Square Dance Association General and Executive Meeting

Held on Sunday December 11, 2011

Corfu Restaurant in Sierra Madre, CA

The meeting was called to order by President Pauline Bereiter @ approximately 2:50 pm as she couldn’t find the restaurant.

Present for the meeting were:

Pauline Bereiter (Past President), Bill Sutman (VP), Pat Sutman (treasurer), Don Orsbern (President), Mary Ramsey (director and Glendale B&Bs rep), Randy Crocket (Bloomin’ Squares rep), Bruce Hamlin (California Square Dance Council VP South Central Area) Bill Geist ( VP & Sets in Step rep) Mac & Marilynn McIntosh (Grin & Square Its Rep) Minnie Lee (Funsters rep).

The flag salute was dispensed with for lack of a flag.  Citing the election rule that the president’s term is to be 2 years or until a suitable replacement is found, Past President Donald Orsbern volunteered and there were no objections.  Pauline turned the remainder of the meeting over to Don.  

Don asked everyone to introduce themselves. 

Pat Sutman gave the Treasurers quarterly report.  Our last report was given at the meeting on August 29th 2010.    

Bill Sutman made his report on the “Chips for Kids” that was held in Nov.  He reported that there were over $500 in cash donations and many toys.  Ron Black donated $100 after the dance. Bill asked for discussion on when to hold the dance next year.  He had planned to have it as the normal monthly Funsters dance instead of Thanksgiving weekend.  There was some concern about the conflict with the Covina Christmas parade that day.  It was decided that Minnie Lee would check on scheduling the building before a date was set.  Bill also commented on the quilt that was made and donated by Funster member Connie Ball that will be raffled off at the next “Chips for Kids” dance.  It has Grinch characters on it. He was hoping to get support from other clubs to advance sale raffle tickets, by the clubs in our association. 

Don explained his idea to have pre-selected couples from each of the clubs to represent WSDA by attending the various WSDA club dances.  He would like to promote the sale of WSDA t-shirts with the WSDA logo on the back and the clubs logo over the front pocket; these would be purple and white.  He asked the reps to ask their respective clubs about interest. 

Minnie Lee asked for a list of clubs that belong to WSDA.

We discussed having a dance either in May or July where we could continue the tradition of presenting the Square Dancer of the year award.  Bruce Hamlin suggested that if we called it an anniversary dance we could get it on the list of qualifying dances for the State friendship program and it would be included in their list of dances for that.  Mary Ramsey agreed to find a date for the dance in 2012.

It was agreed that a possible date for our next meeting would be February 12th 2012.  Bill Geist will represent Sets in Step in finding a place for the meeting and will confirm the date for the meeting.  It was suggested that we return to having our meetings on a regular pre-set schedule.

Club Reports

Bloomin; Squares: Randy shared that he wasn’t prepared to give a report, but that their club was having dances and classes on Wednesdays.

Sets N Step: Bill Geist reported that their Christmas Dance would be on Friday, December 16th at the Women’s Club in La Cresenta, Dale Hoppers is calling.  Come at 6:30pm to eat and 8 pm to dance.  They are also having a beginner’s class at the Community Center in La Canada on Thursdays at 7:30pm

Funsters: On January 7th will be having their Pajama Party dance with Vic and Shauna Kaaria at the Covina Methodist Church.  They have a class on Tuesdays at 7:30pm Bruce Jackson is the instructor.  She told about the dinner dance kick off they had for the class.

Glendale B & Bs: Has a class on Tuesday nights.  Mary shared that a member of their club passed away and instead of a memorial service she asked that they have a dance.  They will be having a dance to honor Jerry Green on Tuesday January 10th at 7pm.  Mike Seastrom and John Hyde will be calling and Mel Branham will do rounds.  It will be held at the church on Kenwood and Wilson in Glendale.  

Grin & Square Its: Mac told us that they have a class starting January 17th with Shauna Kaaria as instructor.  They also have a dance on the 3rd Saturday of the month.  Ken Bower will call at their next dance.  They will also have a silent auction bake sale.

Bruce Hamlin commented on the May State Council Meeting that will be held at the Ambassador Hotel in Victorville and will be sponsored by the South Central Area and WSDA’s clubs were encouraged to donate snacks and such for the hospitality room.  He also shared some of the successes of his home club the Ramblin’ Rogues. 

